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North Haven Learning Grounds goals:  
● Improve mobility options  
● Create a space for outdoor learning, exploration and gathering 
● Increase biodiversity and natural habitat  
● Respond to the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action 

 

Key elements of the Learning Grounds design which support project goals include: 
● accessible pathways to improve mobility options 
● creation of shade to cool site users 
● outdoor classroom as a space to learn and gather 
● spaces to play and to reflect for emotional and physical wellbeing 
● native species to increase biodiversity 
● Truth and Reconciliation connections for intercultural understanding 

 

 

Project Summary 

The staff and students at North Haven school began the project early in the 2020/2021 school year. 

Visioning for the project had students consider “what kind of world do you want?” Concept drawings 
and location selection was led by Grades 4 to 6 after making observations of the school 
grounds. They used resources from the Kainai First Nation to learn about local native plant 
species, applied mathematical knowledge to budget aspects of the project, wrote persuasive writing 
pieces, and presented concepts to other students. Children throughout the school voted on 
student concepts to inform the Learning Grounds design. With these ideas as a guide, the Parent 
Association was tasked with bringing the project to life. 
 
Over the course of the past year and a half, a committee of parents, working closely with the school 
administration, secured project funding and commissioned a design based on the students' chosen 
concept. We watched with growing excitement as construction took place over the summer.  
 
The idea of community and belonging is further expressed through seven beautiful wolf cutouts, one per 
class along 48 Avenue. These were created during an artist residency with the students by our North 
Haven neighbour, Indigenous artist and business owner, Chance Bellegarde of Redman Customs. The 
wolves are a visual acknowledgement of residential schools and Indigenous history, and the importance 
of belonging within one's community. 
 
We celebrated the transformation with a Grand Opening event in early October 2022, and newly 
constructed pathways allowed a community member using a wheelchair to access the space with ease.  
Students, staff, parents and community members were honoured to have a Knowledge Keeper present 
to speak of the importance of community and our connections to the land. He also blessed the Learning 
Grounds with an offering of sage. Students delighted the group with a song adapted for the occasion 
and ending in a “wolf pack” howl. Each class in the school has since used the outdoor amphitheatre for 
class meetings and spent time contemplating the newly developed area.  
 
 



The North Haven Parent Association, supported by students and school staff, will continue to monitor 
and maintain the Learning Grounds. Accountability for maintenance of the Learning Grounds, and 
potential future phases is with the Learning Grounds Steward, a newly formed role on the North Haven 
Parent Association. Association bylaws have been updated to require funding for maintenance. 
  
Project Timeline 

● Fall to Winter 2020/2021: Initiation and in-school planning 
● Spring 2021: Students conduct site surveys, consider project location and create designs 
● April 2021: North Haven School Council (NHSC) presents Learning Grounds proposal to North Haven 

Parent Association (NHPA) seeking project coordination and funding 
● April 2021: NHPA Learning Grounds committee created 
● May 2021: Students select main location; approved in principle by Calgary Board of Education (CBE) 
● May 2021: School-wide vote on top two student designs, selected design included on cover page.  
● May - June 2021: Vendors (3) engaged for scope and costs (reGenerate Design, Ground Cubed, Year-

Round Landscaping). 
● October 2021: reGenerate Design selected, conceptual design initiated  
● Fall 2021: Stakeholder and student design engagement facilitated by vendor 
● February 2022: Conceptual design produced by selected vendor 
● February 2022: Engagement and consultation initiated with Redman Customs, Indigenous artist 
● May 2022: In-school residency with Chance Bellegarde of Redman Customs 
● June 2022: Phase 1 detailed design finalized, CBE formal approval 
● June 22, 2022: Wolf mural installed on 48 Avenue fence 
● July 11, 2022: Phase 1 construction initiated 
● August 31, 2022: Construction complete 
● September 2022: Additional student planting 
● October 6, 2022: Dedication and opening celebration 
  

Volunteer Events/Participation 

Date Task/Description Number of Participants 

August 13, 2022 Planting 28 native woody shrubs. 21 including 6 children 

August 20, 2022 Moving and placing finishing gravel 
in areas inaccessible to bobcat. 

13 

October 6, 2022 Grand Opening Estimated 175 
Entire school population (138 students, 
plus staff members), sponsors, community 
members including volunteers and parents. 

Not applicable Total Participants throughout 
project, including fundraising. 

Estimated Total: 250 
Planning committee: 9 parents, 3 staff 
Fundraising: 57 individual community 
donors 
Watering/weeding: 9 

 
 
 
 
Project Details 



Components Installed 60 seat stone amphitheatre/outdoor classroom 
2 (approximately 105m) accessible pathways 
Approximately 129m2 green space sloped for water harvesting 
9 Trees planted 
51 shrubs planted 

Tree Varieties 1 White Spruce 
2 Paskapoo Poplar 
3 Lodgepole Pine 
3 Trembling Aspen 

Shrub Varieties 3 Saskatoon 
8 Wolf Willow 
8 Potentilla 
9 Buffaloberry 
23 Raspberry 

Groundcover seed mix (<40cm 
height) 

Northern Wheatgrass 
Fringed Brome 
Canada Wildrye 
Slender Wheatgrass 
Rough Fescue 
Sheep Fescue 
Junegrass 
Green Needlegrass 

 
  



 
Funding 

TOTAL : $140,200.92  

Grant Awards LSF Action Fund $400 
Tree Canada $3,500 
Calgary Arts Development Assoc $3,800 
Parks Foundation – Stella Conceptual Design Grant $4,935 
Calgary Foundation Neighbour Grant $7,500 
Enbridge Fuelling Futures $13,950 
TD Friends of the Environment Fund $14,850 
Field Law $15,000 
Parks Foundation Building Communities $30,000 
TOTAL: $93,935 

Corporate 
donation/volunteer 
funds/matching, 
and Local Business 
Sponsors ($500 - 
$1,000) 

Calgary Fine Dentistry $500 
Trace Associates $1,000 
Dale Green Realty $1,000 
Whitecap Resources $1,100 
Pembina Pipelines and other matching $4,920 
Pelican Pier $1,000  
LDA $1,000 
Mortgage Connection $1,000 
Alberta Treasury Branch $1,000 
TD $500 
TOTAL: $12,941.60** 

Individual 
Donations 

$9,555.53 

NHSC/NHPA funds $19,500 

NHPA Fundraisers School sports day: $1,201.52 
Donation Drive (Value Village): $407.70 
Growing Smiles (plants): $880.77 
Bottle Drive: $1,413.80 
Garage Sale: $365.00 
TOTAL: $4,268.79 

*Amounts shown exclude 2.65% fee taken for use of on-line donation with receipts from Parks 

Foundation Project Support Program. Supplemental funds will be used for Phase 2. 

Project Cost  

TOTAL: $128,753.59  

Design Conceptual Design: $4,935 
Detailed Design: $4,875 

Soil for front flower beds (LSF Action fund) $400 

Artwork with installation and Indigenous 
Consultation 

$6,235.74 

Banner for donor recognition $211.48 

Construction contract documents $154.35 

Construction $111,942.02 



Photographs 
 

 
Before construction, view facing south. June 22, 2021. 
 

 
Before construction, view facing north. June 22, 2021. 



 
Before construction. View facing east. June 22, 2022. 



 
Wolf mural collaboration by students and Chance Bellegarde of Redman Customs on 48 Street NW. July 
2022. 
 

                
Preparation for, and work at volunteer planting event August 13, 2022. 



 
Well deserved break after volunteer gravel placement August 20, 2023. 
 
 

 
Construction fence down and ready to explore! North Haven Learning Grounds August 31, 2022. 



 

 
Initial student use on the first day of school September 1, 2022. 
 

 
Grand Opening event with students, school staff, volunteers, community members and sponsors. October 
6, 2022. 
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North Haven Community Newsletter May 2022 



 
North Haven Community Newsletter June 2022 
 



 
North Haven Community Newsletter September 2022. 
 



 
North Haven Community Newsletter December 2022 
 
 



Conceptual Design 

 
 
  



Phase 1 Detailed Design 
Note optional planting area north of the pathway was not completed. 

 


